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What is a Greepway?
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What is a Greenway?

A Greenway is a corridor of open space in its largely natural state. Greenways can be less expensive
to develop and maintain than parks, yet offer as much or more to the community. They can provide
recreational opportunities because they are accessible to people of all ages. They can bring
neighborhoods together by linking them with each other and the city center.

Y4/hat ave the JRenefits of C,reenwuys’

Greenways serve as the lungs and kidneys of our cities, cleansing the air and water that we drink and
breathe. Greenways offer recreational opportunities, which because of their linear nature, are directly
accessible to more people than traditional parks. Greenways also provide car-free transportation
routes for cyclists and walkers.

Potential Benefits of Greenways:

« Economy: Greenways and open space pay for themselves by inviting tourism,

increasing property values, attracting new businesses and providing a mechanism for responsible
floodplain management.

« Recreation: Greenways provide recreational opportunities for all age groups, including walking,
biking, skating, socializing and nature study.

+ Environment: Greenways and open space preserve disappearing habitat for our diverse native
flora and fauna. |

« Flooding and Erosion: Greenways along waterways provide natural storage areas for flood
water, minimizing the impacts to nearby neighborhoods from rising waters during flood events.

« Transportation: Greenways provide safe and direct transportation alternatives, by allowing
biking and walking between home, work, school, sports facilities and neighborhoods.

o Culture: Open space preservation will conserve the agricultural heritage and rural beauty of our
unique “Heart of Texas” landscape.



What is the BGC's “Vision?

The Brazos Greenways Council envisions Bryan and College Station as having a mosaic of open
spaces of various types and sizes, some small and more developed, others more rural. For example,
watershed areas like Bee Creek and Wolf Pen Creek already link neighborhoods, and greenways along
them would attract small businesses such as restaurants and specialty shops. The floodways of Carter
Creek, Lick Creek, and White Creek would serve people on a more regional scale by remaining
mostly undeveloped and by being used as walking and nature trails by families and schoolgroups.

Publications to  /ook for:

Greenways for America, by Charles Little. (Johns Hopkins Press, 1990)

Greenways: A Guide to Planning, Construction and Maintenance, by Charles Flink and Robert M.
Searns. (Island Press, 1992)

The Ecology of Greenways, by Daniel S. Smith and Paul A. Hellmund. (University of Minnesota
Press, 1993)

Trails for the Twenty-First Century, by Charles A. Flink, Peter Lagerwey, Diane Balmori, and Robert
M. Searns. (Island Press, 1993)

For more information:

Brazos Greenways Council City of College Station

P.O. Box 10178 Greenways Program Manager
College Station, TX 77842 2613 Texas Ave.
979-693-8495 College Station, TX 77840

979-764-3844
e-mail: jdowns@eci.college-station.tx.us

This information was prepared with the assistance of the
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program




